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Buddy Lawson meets Frank Pain 
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Wood turning has been a craft that probably predates 
recorded history. Men served apprenticeships and then 
earned a living making many common items out of wood. 
Functional items such as legs for furniture, bowls and 
platters, handles for tools, toys, pulleys, wheel hubs, 
patterns for castings, etc were turned out by the hundred 
by production turners. Many of these wooden items have 
now been superseded by modern manufacturing and 
materials, resulting in a corresponding decline in the 
number of professional woodturners. The craft of turning 
has now changed over to less functional items and more 
creative “art”.  
 
There was a brief fashion of interest in ornamental 
turning amongst the aristocracy in the 17th century, before 
interest waned. The modern revival started after the 
Second World War, as the economy became more 
industrialised, and people looked for creative outlets from 
their modern industrial jobs. Frank Pain wrote a series of 
articles in the Woodworker published by Evans Brothers 
in the early fifties. This material formed the basis of a 
book, The Practical Wood Turner, published in 1956. 
Subsequent editions were produced in 1965, and 
reprinted into the 1980s, but were basically unchanged.  
 
In the preface to the first edition of 1956, Frank Pain records that he has fifty years of experience as a 
wood turner. This picture from his book was also published earlier in The Woodworker in 1953, 
probably of him in his mid fifties, working on his Myford ML8.  
 
Frank lived in High Wycombe and worked as a professional turner. He first came to notice as a 
demonstrator in 1949 at The Ideal Home Show in London. He became in demand as a speaker and was 
probably the first professional wood turning demonstrator 
in the UK. A series of articles in The Woodworker meant 
that he became in demand as a speaker and teacher, and 
spent at least the next decade travelling around the 
country. He complained that he was on his fourth car, so 
he must have spent considerable time on the road. The 
second picture seems to be around the time of the second 
edition of his book, as he looks somewhat more 
prosperous! The caption still states his mantra of “cut the 
wood as it prefers to be cut”. He died in 1979 at the age 
of 82.  
 
Judging from the writing style in the article and books, he 
must have been an entertaining speaker, and combined 
with his turning skills, I imagine he would have made an 
entertaining demonstrator. He probably did a lot to 
promote woodturning as a craft at the time. The revival 
continued in the hands of Peter Child (who spent some 
time with Scott Myles while he had a business in 
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Scotland) and many others that followed. The design of tools and lathes stagnated for many years, and 
Frank complains about unsuitable tools and badly designed lathes. He provided inputs to the design of 
the Graduate lathe, an example of which Schalk has. The design of the Graduate continues to this day in 
updated form as the VB36 which several local turners have - Schalk, Butch, and the Earlys (Natal 
Midlands).  
Clearly tools and techniques have evolved substantially since then, but Frank Pain’s contribution to our 
modern craft of turning is clear. 
 
So where does Buddy fit into the picture? Well, while he was in the UK doing his surgery studies in 
1954, he met Charles Hayward, who was the long standing editor of The Woodworker. He arranged a 
visit to Frank Pain, and they drove to High Wycombe. Buddy recalls a most entertaining afternoon. 
Below is a copy of the letter that Buddy wrote to The Woodworker, that appeared in the May 1989 
issue. (Chris O’Connell also used to live on the Isle of Wight, if you look at the letter following 
Buddy’s)  
 
Thanks to Peter Middleton for digging out a copy of an article on Frank Pain written by Stuart King in 
Woodturning #87, that gave me some more background info for this article.  
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