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News   

Woodturners - Monday, the 6th July 2026 from 18h00 at Made in Workshop. Peter Middleton 
demonstrated turning pewter. Previously, Peter cast a ring of pewter into a wooden workpiece, 
which he then trimmed and polished on the lathe. He used simple scrapers to turn away the pewter 
that was proud of the workpiece. The tool he used was one he made from a High-Speed Steel bar – 
it looks like a bedan with a dropped point. Conventional turning tools can be used. He then used 
Autosol rubbing compound to polish the pewter to a shine.  

Pewter is made from tin alloyed with smaller amounts of copper, bismuth, antimony and possibly 
silver. In the past it had significant amounts of lead, up to 40%, but for health and safety reasons, it 
is no longer made with lead. It has a low melting point – 170-230⁰C depending on composition, so it 
is easy to melt and cast in the kitchen.  

.  

 

Main Meeting – Wednesday, the 8th July 2026 from 18h00 at Made 
in Workshop.  

Trevor Pope showed how to bend a thin strip of wood into a semi-
circular shape. The workpiece was heated in water, close to boiling 
for an hour, before bending. The picture on the right shows the 
semi-circular form with holes for the clamps. The workpiece was 
centred on the top and clamped in place. Then each side was bent 
down and clamped (see below). From the picture you can see it was 
relatively pliable – my thumb was strong enough to bend it. It was 
then left on the form for three days to set and dry out.  

Woodturners - Monday, the 3rd August 2026 from 18h00 at Made in Workshop. Rick Florence 
will demonstrate making a dovetail recess in workpiece for making a platter on the lathe.  

 
Main Meeting – Wednesday, the 12th August 2026 from 18h00 at Made in Workshop.  
Marius Lamprecht from Urban Salvaged Timber will be talking about Reclaimed Timber and the 

uses thereof.  

 Don’t forget we have the members’ free raffle for those attending meetings - prizes normally have a minimum 
value of R1, 000.00 

mailto:secretary@wwa.org.za
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Pierre demonstrated how flexible the piece was, 
and also why a circular bending form was used – 
bending without it 
won’t give the 
required circular 
shape.  
 
 
Thanks to Ewald for 
the pictures.  
 
 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events for 2026 
 

AWSA Annual Symposium – 2026 – this will be held from 03-05 
October 2026 at the New Hope School, Ashlea Gardens, Pretoria.  
 
Visit www.awsa.org.za to see registration information when it becomes available 
later in the year.  
 

Wood and Craft Expo 

– Pretoria Woodworking 
Association – 24 October 

2026 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Reminder – New WWA Account number with FNB – 

63026931287 – please add this to your beneficiaries list. Please 
make sure that your payment can be identified by adding your 
name, perhaps cell number and reason for payment. 
Annotations such as “annual subs” or “WWA shirt” without your 
name are not helpful – Anesh will not be able to trace your 
payment. When making payments, please send the Proof Of 
Payment to treasurer@wwa.org.za so that Anesh can follow up 
any queries about the payment if needed.  

 

Access times for  Made in Workshop for WWA members : 
MiW access control for WWA members – all current paid-up members who have attended a meeting have been 
issued with a bar code sticker to be used to gain access. Please remember to bring your bar code, so you aren’t 
delayed at the entrance.  
MiW times for WWA members are as follows  

Monday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday 9AM to 12AM. However please take note of the following: 
WWA members CANNOT just arrive at MiW and use machines unless they have booked them with MiW. This refers 
to the bookable machines such as the panel saw, thicknesser/planer, drum sander, spindle moulder as well as CNC 

http://www.awsa.org.za/
mailto:treasurer@wwa.org.za


Crosscut – August 2026 – Page 3 

 

machines of any kind. This applies only to the woodworking machines. The other machines require the purchase of a 
membership at the monthly (30 day) rate – which is a good rate anyhow.  
Machines such as the bandsaw and the Triton router table need no booking. 
Henry also requires that all the major machines may only be used if the WWA member is familiar and fully 
understands the importance of the correct and safe use of these machines.  Speak to Graham regarding training and 
qualification to use machines.  
 
MiW is a Maker Space, which means that members are able access the machines which are included in the list 
above. Access to the other machines and facilities is subject to additional fees as mentioned above. While MiW will 
provide assistance and training where necessary, members are responsible for providing materials and performing 
the work themselves. Members need to be skilled and competent to use the facilities to do the work. For example, if 
you wish to use a CNC machine, you will need to manually program the tool path on the machine or import it from a 
design tool that generates the tool path for you. There may be a steep learning curve, but that is part of the 
challenge.  

 
Bookings can be made during office hours of 8h00 to 17h00, weekdays by contacting one of these numbers: 

Henry – 083-269 9505; Josh – 083-768 7853; or Trenton – 081-365 6039 
 

Schedule for Regular Events 

1. Show & Tell meetings are held at Hardware Centre every Friday Morning at 

09:30. All WWA  members welcome. Contact Eugene on 0824953394 or 

eugene@antlerfin.co.za 

This list is subject to change, so please consult your Crosscut each month for any 

updates. 

 

 

Woodoc finishes  

 
Woodoc is a product of the indigenous South African company, Rekara 

Mills, from the Eastern Cape. Their factory and technical teams are 

still located in Fort Beaufort. Hennie Greef founded Rekara Mills in 

1971, and his son Frikkie now runs the business. Their products are 

locally made and they export to several countries.  

 

They make a range of oil and water-based varnishes and oils.  

Woodoc 10 is a favourite of wood turners as an 

alternative to Danish Oil products. It is a repairable 

finish that can be overcoated without needing to be 

sanded down. 

Their newer water-based varnishes have an advantage of 

being non-yellowing, which can be important for 

preserving the appearance of lighter woods if so 

required. Clean-up is easier too.  

They also make a range of stains and colours that are 

compatible with their varnishes.  

 

Woodoc is one of the sponsors our end of year Toys for 

Charity braai.  

 

mailto:eugene@antlerfin.co.za
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ALBERTSKROON WORKSHOP MEMORIES 

By Winston Klein. 

 

Glenn Lopich with the components for 

his model “Monster Truck”. (May 

2019) 

 

 

Clive Stacey doing a 

presentation on making 

Shaker boxes and 

fascinated members 

watching on. (April 2019) 
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 The Light Combination Plane  
The article reproduced below is from the Woodworker Magazine – December, 1945 

 
Planes similar to one described in the article below are still available and useful to the modern cabinet 
maker.  
The Quangsheng 043 Plough Plane is one example. Workshop Heaven (www.workshopheaven.com) 
offer the Quangsheng No 043 which is an improved design of the Record 043 for £145- with 8 straight 
blades included. You can also look at www.lubanplane.com  
The Quansheng is also sold under the Luban and Woodriver brands. The Record #43 and #44 and 
Stanley #50 plough planes are available on the second-hand market.  
 
The Luban was 
available locally 
from Toolcraft in 
Cape Town, but 
an internet search 
didn’t bring up 
any sources at 
the moment.  
 
The Stanley #45 
and more 
complex #55 
planes are more 
capable than the 
ones described in 
the article below. 
The advice still 
applies to them.  
 
The primary 
purpose of these 
planes is for 
cutting rebates 
and grooves. The cutters of the Luban 043 are very simple with no additional grooves or notches. Depth 
adjustment is manual with no levers or screw adjusters. Due to the simplicity of the cutters, it is quite 
feasible to make additional cutters from O1 gauge plate for other profiles and sizes if needed.  
 
The cutters shown in the article are more complex, with a notch on the side for depth adjustment, but still 
quite easy to make. O1 Gauge plate is supplied in the annealed state which can be sawn and filed to 
shape before it is hardened for use. Bohler sells gauge plate – their O1 equivalent is called K460.  
 
Here are a couple of videos that show the Luban 043. 
https://workshopheaven.com/blog/quangsheng-043-plough-plane-review/  
 
Why would you want to make grooves and rebates? These are fundamental cuts for cabinet making for 
housing drawer bottoms, cabinet backs and for box making. You can also use a circular saw or a router or 
even a handsaw and chisels. However, a plough plane is a quieter, more accurate way that may be 
quicker too, if you factor in set-up time.  
 
  

http://www.workshopheaven.com/
http://www.lubanplane.com/
https://workshopheaven.com/blog/quangsheng-043-plough-plane-review/
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The parts of “Forty-Five diagram above shows the more complex #45. 


